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When the extensive commons of Sutton Coldfield were enclosed in the 1820’s, much of Four Oaks 
Common was converted into farmland by its new owners. According to Roger Lea, one such farmer 
was Thomas Edge who “achieved his aim of setting up as a gentleman farmer by purchasing a large 
tract of Four Oaks Common and building his mansion at "Edge Hill"”.1 He described himself on the 
1851 census as a " Farmer of 98 acres employing 3 labourers & 2 boys". 
 
Edge Hill Road was named after the farm2 which, over time, was used for both arable purposes and 
the keeping of livestock. 
 

 
Edge Hill House stood in Edge Hill Road opposite Four Oaks Primary School (Norman Evans collection)3 

 
Thomas Edge let the farm out in 1862, and the next occupant was Joseph Smout, previously a 
Tobacconist at Bull Street, Birmingham. 
 
Smout died in 1867 after which the farm was run by James Loescher who had been a town councillor 
for Hill Ward. The 1871 census recorded him as a “Farmer of 100 acres employing 2 labourers and 2 
women”. He ran the farm for ten years.4 
 

 
1 https://sclhrg.org.uk/history-spot/107-articles-241-280/2107-four-oaks-common-241.html?highlight=WyJlZGdlIiwiaGlsbCJd 
2 The Street Names of Sutton Coldfield by Kerry Osbourne (2007). Page 77. 
3 https://sclhrg.org.uk/history-spot/107-articles-241-280/2107-four-oaks-common-241.html?highlight=WyJlZGdlIiwiaGlsbCJd 
4 The Sutton Coldfield News, 13th November 1909 

https://sclhrg.org.uk/history-spot/107-articles-241-280/2107-four-oaks-common-241.html?highlight=WyJlZGdlIiwiaGlsbCJd
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Aris's Birmingham Gazette, 6th December 1862 (FMP) 

 
From the Death Notices section of the Leamington Spa 

Courier, 14th September 1867 (FMP) 

 
Birmingham Journal, 18th January 1868 (FMP) 

The 1881 census recorded John Oliver Charles Phillips at the farm as a “Dentist and farmer of 100 
acres employing 3 men and 1 boy”. He published a pamphlet about growing comfrey which espoused 
the growing thereof. However, by 1884 he was bankrupt. Although practising both dentistry and 
farming seemed an odd combination it was unclear what caused him to accrue such debts. 
 

 
The above “brick” as it was described in the Farmer's Gazette and Journal of Practical Horticulture dated 21st 

October 1882, was supposedly taken from a photograph of a “field of prickly comfrey grown this year by Mr. Phillips”, 
presumably at Edge Hill Farm. The article quotes from his pamphlet on how to grow comfrey as a feed for livestock 

and claimed very high yields. (FMP) 
 

 
North British Agriculturist, 26th February 1879 (FMP) 

 
Lichfield Mercury, 4th January 1884 (FMP) 
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The next incumbent was Thomas Kent who ran the farm for around twenty years before retiring in 
1906. 
 

 
Warwick and Warwickshire Advertiser, 24th May 1902 

(FMP) 

 
County Express, 7th December 1912 (FMP) 

 
Lichfield Mercury, 23rd February 1906 (FMP) 

 
Herbert Coulson Holloway then took over the farm where in late 1914, four men training with a 
Birmingham City Battalion of the Royal Warwickshire Regiment in Sutton Park were billeted.5 One of 
the soldiers described Holloway as “A worthy occupant”. However, the farm had been the scene of a 
tragic incident a few years prior. 
 

 
Tamworth Herald, 18th April 1908 

It appears that the farm and its land were owned by Thomas Edge and leased to tenant farmers until 
sometime after his death when the estate put up for sale. 
 

 
5 Birmingham Pals by Terry Carter. (2011). Page 58. 
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Tamworth Herald, 12th July 1919 (FMP) 

William Herbert Peace recorded his occupation as “Farming General” at Edge Hill Farm on the 1921 
census. 
 
Edge Hill farm itself was not found on the 1939 Register, but Arthur Loyns had run the farm until early 
1939. The 1939 Register recorded him as an “Arable Farmer (without farm)” living at Britwell Road, 
Sutton Coldfield. 
 

 
Staffordshire Advertiser, 20th March 1926 (FMP) 

 
Birmingham Daily Post, 18th March 1939 

 
Staffordshire Advertiser, 12th April 1930 (FMP) 

Lichfield Mercury, 20th March 1931 (FMP) 
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OS Map surveyed 1882-83 showing Edge Hill and 

surrounding farmland. Extensive housing development 
around Edge Hill post 1939 suggested it ceased 

operating as a farm around that time. (Image from NLS 
website6) 

OS Map surveyed 1961 showing the remaining 
farm buildings and land to the north now bounded 
by recent housing and primary school opposite. 

(Image from NLS website 7)) 
 

The last occupant found during research 

was Albites Ralph Turner, as recorded in 

local contemporary newspapers in 1950 and 

1964.8 Post WW2, the farm became 

surrounded by housing development and in 

1964 Turner’s address was given as “Old 

Farm, Edge Hill Road”. The farm was 

demolished in 1966 and replaced with 

housing, now Berkswell Close. 
 

 

 
6 https://maps.nls.uk/geo/explore/side-by-side/#zoom=15.7&lat=52.59807&lon=-1.85335&layers=257&right=GoogleSatHyb 
7 https://maps.nls.uk/geo/explore/side-by-side/#zoom=17.5&lat=52.59652&lon=-1.85267&layers=170&right=GoogleSatHyb 
8 Gloucestershire Echo, 18th April 1950 & Birmingham Daily Post, 22nd February 1964. 

Birmingham Daily Post, 19th February 1966 (FMP) 

https://maps.nls.uk/geo/explore/side-by-side/#zoom=15.7&lat=52.59807&lon=-1.85335&layers=257&right=GoogleSatHyb
https://maps.nls.uk/geo/explore/side-by-side/#zoom=17.5&lat=52.59652&lon=-1.85267&layers=170&right=GoogleSatHyb
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General Internet References 
 
https://www.findmypast.co.uk/ - Census records and historic newspaper articles, abbreviated to FMP 

for brevity 

https://maps.nls.uk/ - Historic Ordnance Survey mapping 

https://sclhrg.org.uk/ - History Spot Article 241 & local trade directories 
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