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RUTH SHERWOOD (1907-1930)

Ruth Sherwood, who drew these eyetchcn. was the elder daughter
of Wilfrid Sherwood and Biddy Sherwood, nee Parkes.

The Sherwoods were originally yeoman farmers at Penkridge, Staff-
ordshire, but stamted a silveramith's business in Birmingham Ln 1805
and settled st King's Norton., Wilfrid's parents moved to Sutton in
the 1870's, and Wilfred inherited the business, which he sold scon
after the First World War.

The Parkes family had been making agricultural implements since
about 1620, the first of them being in partnership with his brother=~
in-law, "pud" Dudiey, inventor of the process of smelting iron with
coke., In the eighteenth century, the family was running a water-mill
to make spades in Sutton Park, at what was still known fifty or sixty
years ago as Parkes's Pool or Spade~Kill Pool. Thisg enterprise failed,
but two generations later, the head of the family. Francis Farkes,
set up business sagsin in Birminghsn, became a friend of Bessesier's
and invented the steel digging fork, which made his fortune.

Hiz  son Richard (Ruth's grandfather) married an Anglo®Irish
wife and in the early 1880's bullt a largish house ("Rathmore! =
Iater "Dorrymbre"™) in open country in the south-west angle of Rectory
Hoad and Hollyfield Road. It was, I believe, the first house in England
{and 30, probably, in the world) to have metal window-frames. Richard
Parkes wns Something of an idealist, collaborating with Austen Chamber-
lain to found Workmen's Compensation, setting up a non-profit-making
insurance company to insure 1it, and resigning as a Sutton Coldfield
councillor over municipal corruption connected with the acquisition
of the gas-works In Hiland Road.

In later life (sbout 1926) he built =& smaller houze for his
retirement between “Derrymore” and the “Boot Inn", combining the
two gardens, while Ruth's family moved into the larger house. Richard
Parkes's 'VLde._ who  meny years earller had hired Four Qaks Hall for
one night before 1t was demolished and given the last ball in 3y
died in 1941 and, with the larger house becoming increasingly difficult
to run without servants, the Sherwoods moved into the smaller house,
this was FRuth's hone at the time she drow the sketches in this book.
The older house was taken over by the Fire Service, wis turned into
flats after the war, and Wwas finally demolished to make way for a

housing estate,

Ruth's parents sarcled in 1903 and lived over twent

The Woodlands, Whitehouse Common, whers Ruth was born. She is:e:::r:;
Idle at school, being what was later to be known as dysiexic — probably
the: reason why ao little inforsation £s written in the sketch-book
and why several names are misspolt. However, like her father and
several membars of the family, ghe inherited a strong artistic bent
;:::h. L:;:m 0 have come through her paternal grandmother, a Oriffithe
ke ety a5 related to Burne Jones, Rudyard Kipling and
inley ~Boldwin ar iters  such /Angela Thirkell and her son,

: e ‘Under the famous Professor

liyed in & large Georgian
orld War opposite the College

tehfield Road.
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The subjects of the sketches in this book were the ladies of ,_,_—
the Sutton Coldfield Ambulance Service in the Second World War, at —
Hill (Mere Green) and Boldmere, and also at the Fire Station at Sutton —
Town Hall. The drmwings were mostly made about 1342. ==

The Interesting monograph written recently by Mr.A.F.Fentiman —
on The ambulance Service at Hill and Boldmere shows that Hill and i
Boldmore were 4initially independent, but later worked in co-operaticn. =
Ambulance-drivers might be on duty st elther, and the diary Kept —
‘at the time by Mrs.Yapp shows that they also operated from the Fire S
S_tntion- —

The staff were nearly all women - some full-time and some part- -
time. A& team consisted of B driver and a nurse, but at night they
‘had to be, accompanied by a man, If there were stretcher cases, two
‘men. vcn‘l: with the ambulance to do the heavy urung.

!
[ _ The service was at its busiest during the heavy air-paids on
i Bimlnghu and was active in noving casualties from the appalling

-

‘destruction of Coventry, As the war progressed and air-raids grow
less frequent and finally oomd, much of the work came to consist
qt taking eldarly patients to hospital, and there was, ineyitsbly,
¥ ; : h‘ Bi 'ting about and waiting for something to happen. Miss Wylie
5 & mbcqrd i,n verse trom Rueh Sherwood (who drew these




THE SITIERS

1. NMiss Margaret Wylie: A nursing auxiliary at Hill, living in 1992
at the MHouse in Lichfield Road where she was born. Before the war,
after leaving achool, she Llived at home, doing voluntary werk. She
also helped Mary Perkine (zes below) with her infants' school. Her
father died in 1937, and thereafter she lived with her mother, who
died in 1964,

2. Nolly Shelton: Ne information has come to hand - somewhat surprising
=1y when cne looks at her portrait,

3. Migs Janet Atkinson: Thought to be deceased. She was & full-time
anbulance driver and 12 beligved to have lived &n Clarence Road.
She was an "outdoor! type, keeping goats snd (?) horges. She taught
riding.

4, Nrs.Tall: No information availsble,
S, Mrs.Evans: An ambulance driver, She lived in Maney Hill Road.

6. Mrs.Marparat Rowland: Thought to have merved at the Fire Station.
She may have been the wife of a bank nanager.

7. MNiss Jesn Guthrie: A part-time ambulance driver. $he lived in
Moor Hall Drive. Possibly still alive 1in 1892, but not listed in
the telephons book.

B. Miss "Kip" Lloyd: A full-time nursing suxiliary at Hill and Boldnere
She also worked at the Fire Statian.

9. Miss Katherino Taylor-Jooes, [eceased. An snbulence-driver. &
hesyy smoker. After the war she is belleved to have been chauffeur—
companion to & crippled girl in Halloughton Road,

10.. Kisa Mabel Lyde: An  anbulance driver. She lived with her mother
at 235, Lichfield foad, and never married. She ia now dead. A particular
(frignd of Huth Shérwood's,
11, “Cleo" (by Miss Leaxe). Unigentified.
12, Mrs.Ratcliff:  Part—time smbulance driver. She wag & widow and
i thought have run & business. It has been suggested that she
was the mother of Mr.F.R.Ratcliff of 107, Lichfield Road, but & written
enquiry was unanswered.
13. Mra.Dorothy Yapp:s A remarkablo instance of wvoluntary nursing
in voth world wars. GShe gained & Red Cross nursing certificate in
October, 1914, and Home MNursing certificate in March, 1915. She
llved in HNunea o oving to Sutton on her marrisge in 1916.
‘a ; ouge, @ convalescent hospital for war
’ _volunteered sgain on the outbreak:
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16. '"Piglet': (by Niss Leake). Probably ancther portrait of Molly - ——
Shelton, =
17. Miss Lily Canmble: A full-time nuraing suxiliary at Boldmere b e ;
and the Fire Station. She is bellevad (1992] to be in & nursing home. —
18. Doris Gifford: No information has come to hand. = :.-_‘
19, unidentified e
20. MNurse Taylor: The Controller at Hill,Deceased. In the 1930's >
she became the first District Nurse and midwife for Four Oaks. This ——

was evidently financed, at least in part, by voluntary contributions,
as Norman English (who died 1951) of the Vesey Art Gallery in the -~
High Street remembered his father's subscribing.

21. Miss Zilpa Millne: Decessed. She was a full-time nursing auxiliary
at Hill.

22. Miss Jose Woolley: An  anbuddnce driver, Jjoining the service
at Hill in Janvary, 1940, Living in 1992 in Cremorne Road. She is
an accomplished artist., Before the war, she lived at home, driving
the family car and helping to bring up her young orphaned niece.
After the war, she worked until her retirement as a dental nurse
in  the school health service, and looked after her parents, who both
1ived to a great age.

23. Nrs. Fvang: Another portrait of nuaber 5.

(=) 24, Miss Dorothy Tnsley: A full-time nursing euxiliary, I think
at Hill, After them war she married a clergynan and went to live in
Iestan-cupcr-&m
25. Mrs.Dorothy Sinclais: n‘e Canlett. She lived in Tudor Hill and

was & full-time nursing auxiliary at Hill. She wos still unmarried
in 194D (when she spent Christmas Day with the Yapps) but was evidently
married by the time the sketch of her was made. She moved either
‘to Henloy-on-Themes or Walton-cn-Thanes.

26. Mrs.Rosalind Strover:  Née Rosalind Atkinson, of Mistley Hall,
near uumﬂngtuc. Easox. Uifo f what must ‘surely be Sutton Coldfield's

) Ernest James Strover, Indlan

q 1958 and appointed to be

On his first hope leave (bafore the

: mdintha\:mmoneotthe




28, Miss CGwendoline Hughes:
Toewer Road, and is no longer alive,
29. Spurr: (Miss Spurr?). She worked at Hill in the evenings.
30. Mrs.Routledge: No information has come to hand

31. Miss Joan Moor:

Known as "Hughie", Shew lived ut. 66,

A full-time nursing auxiliary at Hill.
32. Miss Mary or Marie Perkins: A full-time nursing suxilisry at
Hill. She 1lived with her widower father in Lichfield Read, on the
west side after Four Oaks station (at 213, 1 think, before th? re-
numbering). Before the war, she ran a nursery school. Margaret uylxe
(see above) used to help her with this. She was sffriend of Ruth Sher-—
wood's. She is thought to have diaed in hospital after a nasal operation.

Nl & iv i er
33. Miss Cottam: A full-time nursing auxiliary, She 11.?d Yltt&:e
sister in a flat over Wilder's, the mén's outfitters in Bn_»a e
She is thought to have done sgecretarial work in Birmingham
the war, She died in & mental hospital

34, Miss Margaret Leake: "Leakia".A full-time ambulénac :;i:iz:
who lived in Tudor Hill., She was adopted by a Mr. ant ﬂi?é ﬁzazh,
And she hersellf adopted s boy called S:mon..hrter !PS-AT“e;rcc—:é;cn.
she married Mr.Ansell, She was a fashion artist P ptﬁbab‘y lﬂner: o
and sdvertigements by her appeared in the Birmingham papers,
Grey's Stores in Bull Street, amongst others.

SHerwiced QIFFCRD YAPP  TAYROR-TCHNES
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Molly Shelton
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Miss Janet Atkinson




Mrs Tall




Mrs Evans




Mrs Margaret Rowland
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Miss Jean Guthrie
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Miss “Kip” Lloyd
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Miss Katherine -J ones
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MABEL THOmajia MARY - LYDE
Miss Mabel Lyde
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“Cleo” (by Miss Leake)
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Mrs Ratcliff
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13.

Mrs Dorothy Yapp
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Miss Gwen Griffin
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MissMargery/Marj orie? Wiggins
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“Piglet” (by Miss Leake)
Miss Wiggins (see 15)
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Miss giiy Gamble
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Doris G
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Desie? (Unidentified)
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Nurse Taylor




Miss Zilpa Milne




Mrs Evans (see No. 5)
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Miss Dorothy Insley
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Mrs Dorothy Sinclair (née Canlett)




Mrs Rosalind Strover
(n¢e Rosalind Atkinson)
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27.

Miss Campbell
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Miss Gwendoline Hughes
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Miss Spurr?
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Mrs Routledge
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Miss Joan Moor

38



Miss Mary or Marie Perkins
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Miss Cottam
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Miss Margaret Leake
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